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¡ What is your nickname (if any)? How did you get that 
nickname?

¡ What else should we know about your name?

• Good News–Bad News or Roses and Thorns: A success-
fully strategy that Sydney built into her high school ESOL 
classes was an opening activity where students highlight 
something that was going well in their life and something 
that wasn’t going well. Depending on the number of stu-

dents in your class, you can have all students 
share, ask for volunteers to share, or rotate 
through different students each class period.

• What I Wish My Teachers Knew About 
Me (Zacarian et al., 2017): This activity can 
be a great start-of-the-year activity to allow 
students an opportunity to share something 
with you that they feel is important. The 
teacher should model this activity by also 
telling the class something significant and 
could also provide a few examples of the 
types of things students might share.

• Venn diagram (adapted from J. Starr): For this activity, 
two students create a Venn diagram about themselves, their 
similarities, and differences. This can be a great opportu-
nity to pair students who may not know each other well, 
and these Venn diagrams can be hung in the room for stu-
dents to learn about one another. You can give them some 
sentence stems to get them started (e.g., I love, I worry about, 
I have, I don’t have, I would like to, I speak, I can).

Only Me

Likes to play
soccer

Speaks Spanish

Worries about
doing well in
math class

Would like to be
an astronaut

Both of Us

Have an older
brother

Loves tacos

Love Ariana Grande’s
music

Can ice skate

Only My Partner

Likes to draw

Speaks Arabic

Worries about

speaking in class

Would like to be a

famous chef




