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“Rae Pica’s powerful, thought-provoking 
book provides rare and uncommon sense. 
This should be mandatory reading for all 
new teachers. Our kids would be MUCH 

better off if we practiced the way that this 
book suggests we do, and so would the 

educators around them.”

- Eric Jensen, Educational Consultant and 
Author of “Brain-Based Learning”

What if We Taught the 
Way Children Learn?
More Straight Talk About Bettering 
Education and Children’s Lives
Rae Pica

We often teach our children in ways contrary to 
what we know about their development. What if our 
learning environments honored children’s natural 
inclinations and used them to enrich their lives? To 
help students experience joy and discovery, while 
also preparing them for future schooling, we need 
to understand the connection between how they 
develop and how they learn. Written as a follow-up to 
the bestselling What If Everybody Understood Child 
Development?, this book includes: 

•	 31 easy-to-read chapters on topics including 
disruptive behavior, creativity, self-regulation, 
screen time, and mental health

•	 Suggested next steps and resources in every 
chapter

•	 Real-life examples from the author’s and others’ 
experiences

The straight talk in this book inspires readers to 
generate change so that children can have the lives 
and education they deserve. 


