
USING THE THEME CHART
A great way to assess how well and accurately your students’ analysis skills are is to run them through the 
theme chart. 

It takes the steps of the analysis process and puts it down on paper. 

You can do this with any text, but we’ve found it works best with picture books (obviously), short stories, 
and short films. However, it could be applied to a longer whole class novel as well. The first time we do 
this in our classrooms is after they’ve gotten a handle on truisms and the entire analysis process. We usu-
ally watch a short films like “Strange Beasts” or “Wire Cutters,” both of which are more suited for middle 
schoolers.

Included here is a theme chart filled in for the book Sweety by Andrea Zull.

In column one, students summarize a piece of text. Focus only on the important stuff–not all the fluff.



In column two, students identify big ideas. We push our students to come up with at least 5 without it be-
ing a stretch.



In column three, students choose two big ideas they feel the piece is mainly about and write a truism for 
each big idea which could be supported with evidence.



In the final column, students choose one of their two truisms and provide that evidence from the story.

We believe in modeling, so we go through these steps after watching a short film together and I gather 
input from the whole class as we fill it out. 

A blank version of the Theme Chart can be found in the online companion.
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