
Template to Guide VAT Activity

Student Perspective Video: Focus on Student Thinking

1.	 Watch the video, and without talking to anyone, write down your observations of what you believe the student is thinking 
during this learning task.

2.	 Map your observation of this student’s thinking along the following points:

What content
was the student
thinking about 

in this task?

What skills was
the student
employing

in this task?

What variable could
be changed to

potentially alter
and improve this

student’s thinking?

• What content did it seem the teacher expected
 the student to think about in this task?

• Were there any misconceptions the student
 seemed to be holding?

• What skills did it seem the
 teacher expected the student
 to employ in this task?

• What strengths or resources
 was the student tapping into
 to think about this task?

3.	 Share your findings with the group.

4.	 Return to your observation statement in #1 of this template. What do you think of it now? What would you revise or 
expand in it?

5.	 Reflect on this video analysis task. What do you think you learned or reinforced from participating in it? What surprised 
you or stood out to you after looking at this aspect of teaching in the video clip? What did this observation task make you 
think of changing in your own teaching?
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