
Retrieved from the companion website for Planning Powerful Instruction, Grades 6–12: 7 Must-Make Moves to Transform How We Teach—and How Students Learn by  
Jeffrey D. Wilhelm, Rachel Bear, and Adam Fachler. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin, www.corwin.com. Copyright © 2020 by Corwin Press, Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
authorized for educational use by educators, local school sites, and/or noncommercial or nonprofit entities that have purchased the book.

Talkback Guide for Reading or Writing 
General Information Texts
What’s the topic?

This text was about the topic of ________.

What’s the author’s/my purpose?

The author/I wrote this for the purpose of ________ because________.

How does the structure of the piece serve its purpose? How does the 
organization of the piece serve the purpose?

The author/I chose the form of ________ to meet the purpose because ________.

What are its main points?

The main points the author/I want(s) the audience to remember and carry away 
from the text are ________. I know this because . . . (e.g., these rules of notice 
were used to cue me to pay attention to ________).

What new ideas does it convey? What parts interested me?

Ideas that surprised and interested me were ________.

What did I do as I read/composed to help me understand? What did I do as I 
critiqued it?

Things I did that helped me read/compose this text and figure out what I thought 
about it were ________.

After reading/composing the text, what questions do I want to ask the 
author?

I’d like to ask the author/ask myself some additional questions, and I’d like to 
know more about ________ and know what the author/I think(s) about ___ and ask 
why the author/I wrote it in this particular way ________.


