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minimize social threats and maximize opportunities to con-
nect. As educators, we may be unaware of language and 
behaviors that students might perceive as threats. We need to 
consciously work to make sure that all students feel included 
and valued. Such positive relationships will help keep our 
safety/threat detection system in check and allow for high-
er-order learning to take place. Some students may come 
from cultures with strong oral traditions, and teachers’ use 
of stories, art, music, and movement will support learning. 
Hammond stresses that new information must be coupled 
with students’ existing funds of knowledge (Moll et al., 1992). 
Students’ background knowledge is especially crucial for MLs 
(Staehr Fenner & Snyder, 2017) and is an important facet of 
CRT. When all these conditions are in place, the brain will 
physically grow through challenge and stretch. Table 1.3 sum-
marizes key information about CRT from Ladson-Billings, 
Gay, and Hammond.

Reflection Question
What resonates with you from Zaretta Hammond’s definition of CRT?

Table 1.3 Comparison of Ladson-Billings, Gay, and Hammond’s Views of CRT

Educator CRT Goals Teachers’ Actions

Ladson-Billings •	 Empower students  
intellectually, socially, 
emotionally, and politically.

•	 Develop sociocultural 
consciousness and caring  
for students.

•	 Foster students’ sense of 
cultural competence and the 
relationship between home/
community and school culture.

•	 Encourage academic success 
and cultural competence.

•	 Help students to recognize, 
understand, and critique current 
social inequities.

(Continued)
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Educator CRT Goals Teachers’ Actions

Gay •	 Use the cultural knowledge, 
prior experiences, frames of 
reference, and performance 
styles of ethnically diverse 
students to make learning 
encounters more relevant  
and effective.

•	 Look closely at what all students 
bring to their learning.

•	 View culture as an asset,  
which can be used effectively  
to enhance academic and  
social achievement.

•	 Restructure attitudes  
and beliefs.

•	 Understand resistance to CRT.

•	 Center culture and difference.

•	 Establish pedagogical 
connections.

Hammond •	 Focus on the impact of CRT on 
the brain and learning; the brain 
seeks to minimize social threats 
and maximize opportunities  
to connect.

•	 Couple all new information with 
existing funds of knowledge in 
order to be learned.

•	 Ensure that cultural knowledge 
serves as a scaffold to connect 
what the student knows to 
new concepts and content in 
order to promote effective 
information processing.

•	 Use stories, music, and 
repetition to connect to 
students and build intellective 
capacity.

•	 Consciously work to make sure 
that all students feel included 
and valued.

•	 Develop a sociopolitical 
consciousness.

•	 Create student–teacher 
relationships and social-
emotional connections  
to students.

Table 1.3 (Continued)

To learn how some Syracuse City School District (SCSD) educa-
tors define CRT and its importance to MLs, take a look at the 
video clip Why Culturally Responsive Teaching Matters.

Video 1.1

Why Culturally Responsive Teaching Matters
To read a QR code, you must have a smartphone or tablet with a camera. 
We recommend that you download a QR code reader app that is made 
specifically for your phone or tablet brand.

resources.corwin.com/CulturallyResponsiveTeaching




