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students’ cultural references throughout all aspects 
of learning (Ladson-Billings, 1994). In her theory of cul-
turally relevant teaching, Ladson-Billings (1995) outlines two 
key theoretical underpinnings that are critical to the develop-
ment of culturally relevant pedagogy:

1. Sociocultural consciousness, which she generally refers to 
as conceptions of self and others

2. Caring for students, which expands beyond caring about 
students’ academic well-being to a holistic focus on their 
overall needs, coupled with having high expectations  
of them

Ladson-Billings details her three central tenets of this type of 
constructivist equity pedagogy in Table 1.2.

Table 1.2 Central Tenets of CRT

Ladson-Billings’ 
Central Tenet

Definition of What CRT  
Does Through This Tenet

1. High expectations Emphasizes academic success for  
all students

2. Cultural 
competence

Assists students in the formation of a 
positive cultural identity

3. Critical 
consciousness

Guides students in developing a  
critical consciousness they can use 
to critique or interrupt current and 
historical social inequities

Source: Adapted from Ladson-Billings, 1995.

To Ladson-Billings, CRT goes beyond individual student 
empowerment, extending to collective empowerment. The 
goal is not to have students relinquish their culture to take 
on the dominant culture’s norms but rather develop stu-
dents’ sense of a synergistic relationship between their home 
and community culture and the school culture. In addition, 
teachers must guide students in recognizing and addressing 
social inequities (Ladson-Billings, 1995). Within CRT, students 
achieve academic success, develop or maintain cultural com-
petence, and develop a critical consciousness.




