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Checklist for Collecting Student Evidence

Throughout the chapter, we have discussed several criteria to consider 
when planning for sorting student work (see Figure 7.6).

 • It doesn’t take long to create.
 • It doesn’t require a lot of class time for students to produce (or is simply work 

they are already doing in class).
 • It can be analyzed as part of regular planning time.
 • It is aligned with standard(s) and learning target(s).
 • It makes thinking visible.
 • It doesn’t leave much room for guessing such as with yes/no or true/false.

Figure 7.6 Checklist for Collecting Student Evidence

A FINAL THOUGHT

As teachers, we often finish a lesson with what seems like an innate sense 
of whether the students got it or not. Occasionally we go back and reteach 
things based on what we think students need. And sometimes, with the 
pressure of pacing guides and covering curriculum, we feel that we 
ought to move on regardless. It is only through the analysis of student 
work that we can truly know what students did or did not learn from a 
given lesson. With this up-close view we can direct instruction to target 
students’ specific needs.

Out on the mountain, we can gain an amazing understanding of our 
surroundings as we appreciate the details of the different types of rocks, 
flowers, trees, and the steep rise of the trail. When coaches engage in sort-
ing student work with a teacher or team, they are helping to create oppor-
tunities for teachers to understand their students’ different needs in a 
similarly up-close and meaningful way.




