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Student-Centered Coaching: The Moves

Figure 6.4 Language for Thinking Aloud

If I’m thinking or finding . . . Then I should remember that . . . 

I’m working with a brand new teacher, 
and it seems like it would be helpful for 
me to just tell him what to do sometimes.

Most people don’t learn by me doing the 
thinking and making the decisions for 
them. When I share my thinking aloud, 
I am modeling how to teach and giving 
him something to reflect on.

The teacher I’m working with worries that 
when I share my thinking aloud to her the 
students think we’re talking about them.

It’s actually beneficial to students to 
know what the teacher and I are doing 
when we talk together in quiet voices 
during class time. Being metacognitive 
is a practice that we want all students to 
be engaged in, so in thinking aloud with 
a teacher we are providing them with an 
excellent model.

I don’t even know if the thinking I’m 
sharing with the teacher makes sense or 
is what’s best for the students!

As with any coaching move, this is not 
about being the expert or having all 
the right answers. Rather the emphasis 
is on collaboration and modeling the 
importance of being reflective and 
thoughtful in my teaching practice.

Stems for Thinking Aloud

The following stems will help you get started with using the coaching 
move thinking aloud. After some practice, the language and practices will 
start to come naturally.

 • Right now I’m thinking it would make sense to . . . 
 • I noticed . . . so I think we should . . . 
 • I think we might want to . . . 
 • I’m wondering about . . . 
 • Maybe we should consider . . . 
 • When I see . . . it makes me think . . . 

A FINAL THOUGHT

Teaching is a complex process that involves countless decisions to be 
made on the spot during any given lesson. Most of these decisions are 
made in just a few seconds and entirely within the privacy of our own 
heads. It certainly would be helpful if there was an amazing machine that 
let us look into the thought process of another person in order to create 




