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vocabulary or redirect students, but mostly they will listen. Later, the stu-
dents will share their thinking with the whole class, providing another 
opportunity to notice and name. Finally, the students will work on their own 
writing projects. In their writer’s notebooks, they will jot down their own 
ideas for how they will craft an argument when they write their piece. At 
this stage, the coach and teacher co-confer with a few students who may 
need a bit of extra support. Through careful planning, a single lesson can 
provide five opportunities for noticing and naming (see Figure 4.3).

The only time we come up empty when using the strategy of noticing and 
naming is when students aren’t given the opportunity to engage as learn-
ers . . . but instead are treated as listeners. Diane recently had this experience 
in a high school classroom that she visited. The teacher and coach were set-
ting up a new tech tool, and they walked the students through every step of 
the process without giving them much opportunity to uncover the purpose 
for the tool, how they might envision using it, or even what they thought 
about it. As she entered the classroom, Diane was prepared with a grid for 
collecting student evidence, much like you saw in Figure 3.3. But as she left 
the classroom, the grid remained empty; a sure sign that the students spent 
the full class period listening to the teacher. This only reinforces the impor-
tance of co-planning. Before a lesson even begins, it is important for the coach 
and teacher to determine what the students will do in order to demonstrate 
their understandings. Without this, there will be no formative assessment. 
And without any formative assessment, there will be no noticing and naming.

Figure 4.3  Examples of Noticing and Naming

Task Type of Evidence

Student annotations of the text Written demonstration of the students’ 
thinking

Student discussions of the text Oral demonstration through small groups

Whole class share session Oral demonstration through discussion

Use of writer’s notebooks Written demonstration at the independent 
level

Conferences with students Oral and written demonstration through 
discussion




