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Lori also wanted to integrate the work they had already started 
with conventions, so they referred to the language standards and 
added three more targets:

•• I can use a capital letter to start each sentence.
•• I can use punctuation at the end of each sentence.
•• I can use the word wall to spell words correctly in my piece.

Looking over the learning targets, Lori started to feel a bit more 
optimistic. Amy assured her that the targets would guide them in 
designing instruction and assessing students along the way. This 
would allow them to make any needed adjustments.

Next Amy suggested that they pre-assess the students to collect 
some information about where they were starting. To do this, Lori 
read aloud a few nonfiction books to the students and then asked 
them to choose a topic of their own to write about. Figure 2.4 provides 
an example written by Nathan. This simple assessment gave Lori and 
Amy the baseline data they were looking for. Then they were ready 
to use the learning targets within their daily instruction.

Figure 2.4  Nathan’s Pre-Assessment
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