
“Part of  my job as your teacher this year is to teach you as if  you were 

my very own children. And one thing that I would not allow my very 

own children to do is to keep going with some of  these bad writing 

habits.

“Today, I want to introduce just one: the lowercased first-person 

pronoun i. Let’s write this down, along with a good and a bad example 

of  what we’re talking about.

“So, you know how to do this correctly, right? But, if  we’re being 

honest, how many of  you sometimes don’t capitalize this little guy? 

Yes, yes—look around. You’re not alone.

“But from now on when you submit a piece of  writing for me to 

read—during a warm-up, as part of  an assessment, in an essay—any 

time that I see the lowercased first person i, I’ll just mark a skull and 

crossbones on your paper or an emoji skull on your document and I’ll 

return it back to you. When you see that skull and crossbones, you’ll 

know what you need to do: Take a look through your work for any 

error that we’ve recorded on this page of  your spiral notebook, fix 

the error(s),and resubmit the writing for no penalty.

“To close, let me restate that the reason I do things like this is because 

I value you as a human being and I respect your mind and your work. 

My goal is to teach you as if  you were my own. I appreciate you very 

much.”

Afterwards, I reinforce it every time I see it. There are two situa-

tions in which I reinforce the Skull and Crossbones list.

1. When students submit work and I see a Skull and Crossbones 

problem, I do as I said I would do in the instructions above. It 
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