Figure 3.9 Examine Issues of Access

Some students fail to make progress, or fail to master content, due to issues of access. These are not
always apparent but nonetheless can be pervasive. There is a saying that “the last thing a fish notices is
the water it swims in,” and so it can be with barriers to access. Take time to interrogate these less obvious
access issues that can interfere with and inhibit student growth and learning.

Questions My Thoughts Our Collective Thoughts

Are we really offering each
learner equitable access and
opportunity for all learning?

Have we maintained high
expectations for all students
regardless of where learning
began?

Are there organizational or
institutional barriers that are
hindering student growth of
some?

Source: Adapted from Fisher, D., Frey, N., Aimarode, J., Flories, K., & Nagel, D. (2019). The PLC+ playbook: A hands-on guide to collectively
improving student learning (p. 140). Corwin.
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