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SKI TR IP FUNDRAISER

The ski club is finally going skiing. Each person tried their best to raise 
money for their trip. Below is a chart that shows how much money each 
person raised, and their individual cost, depending on whether they need 
rentals or lessons. All of the money raised must be applied to the cost of 
the trip, and every person must go on the trip, even if it means that they 
may have to put in their own money to do it. Have they raised enough? If 
not, who needs to pay, and how much do they need to pay?

Name
Amount 
Raised

Rental 
Cost

Lift  
Ticket

Lesson 
Cost

Alex 75 20 40 40

Hilary 125 10 40 40

Danica 50 30 40 0

Kevin 10 40 40 40

Jane 25 0 40 0

Ramona 10 0 40 40

Terry 38 30 40 0

Steve 22 40 40 40

Sonia 200 20 40 0

Kate 60 25 40 0

All three of these types of tasks provide engaging contexts that draw 
students in and entice them to think. Therefore, these tasks are useful 
in building thinking classrooms. Aside from context, all these tasks 
also have easy entry points (low floor) and evolving complexity (high 
ceiling), and they drive students to want to talk and to collaborate.

Whereas the inherent ambiguity of numeracy tasks makes them 
truly open ended—with some having as many as 200 viable and 
defendable solutions—the highly engaging thinking tasks and card 
tricks usually have only one final answer. However, they allow for 
multiple approaches to get to that one answer and, hence, have an 
open-middle structure.

Low-Floor Task: 
Task with a 

threshold that 
allows any and all 
learners to find a 
point of entry, or 
access, and then 

engage within their 
level of comfort.

High-Ceiling 
Task: Tasks that 
have ambiguity 

and/or room for 
extensions such 

that students 
can engage with 

the evolving 
complexity of 

the task.

Open-Middle: A 
problem structure 
where a task has a 
single final correct 

answer, but in 
which there are 

multiple possible 
correct ways to 

approach and solve 
the problem.

More examples of these tasks, and how they are made, can be also be found on 
my website (http://www.peterliljedahl.com/teachers/numeracy-tasks).
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