
Semantic Scale: Analyzing Evidence
Question: 

Claim: 

Evidence: 

SAFETY OF EVIDENCE/ACCEPTABILITY AND VERIFIABILITY

Is safe, can be agreed upon	 Unsafe, illogical, and untrue

BECAUSE: 

AUTHORITY OF SOURCE(S)

Positive	 Negative

BECAUSE: 

REPLICABILITY OF EVIDENCE

Repeated/replicable	 Not repeated/not replicable

BECAUSE: 
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Relevance of Evidence—ON-POINTNESS

Clearly relates to topic 	 Does not relate to topic

BECAUSE: 

Validity of Evidence—COLLECTION OF DATA IS SOUND

Sound collection of data 	 Suspect collection/methodology

BECAUSE: 

Sufficiency of Evidence

Enough evidence to convince audience 	 Not enough evidence

BECAUSE: 

NOTE WELL: Students may identify other features that make strong evidence, and those insights can be included in a scale 
such as this.
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