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Resourcefulness

When you’re stuck, do you know where to go to get reliable help? Many 
students not only don’t know where to go, they don’t think they have a 
right to ask. Phillip Michael Treisman (1985) surfaced this in his ground-
breaking study of African American students in the engineering program 
at the University of California, Berkeley. When they broke out of a tacit 
belief system that they had to do it alone and formed study groups as the 
Asian students did, the achievement gap disappeared. Therefore we 
should have our students form study buddy pairs or study groups like 
college students do to help one another out. This will usually mean teach-
ing them protocols for dialogue and for helping one another with aca-
demic work.

Another form of teaching students how to act resourcefully is telling 
them about websites like Khan Academy (www.khanacademy.org) and 
resource books that are helpful in clearing up misunderstandings or get-
ting clarity on difficult ideas.

27. STUDENT SELF-EVALUATION  
OF EFFECTIVE EFFORT

Following are various instruments teachers can use to have students self-
assess after completion of tasks or after benchmark assessments or 
projects.

Watch these same teachers and their students and parents  
describe the amazing transformations possible when an  
entire group of faculty members takes on the challenge  
of getting students to believe that “smart is something  
you can get.”

http://rbteach.com/products-resources/video/high- 
expectations-teaching
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