
90 High Expectations Teaching

A teacher uses making students’ thinking visible  
in a small group.

http://rbteach.com/products-resources/video/making- 
thinking-visible-small-groups

A teacher uses making students’ thinking visible  
with a total class discussion.

http://rbteach.com/products-resources/video/ 
making-thinking-visible-and-classroom-climate

Video 5.6

Video 5.5

Communicate “This is important,  
you can do it, and I won’t give up on you.”

Space prevents a full exposition of these skills here. Readers can go to 
http://rbteach.com for a thorough online course with dozens of videos of 
the skills in action across many grade levels and subjects.

25. FREQUENT STUDENT SUMMARIZING

Active summarizing strategies not only get students cognitively active in 
recasting their learning but also give the teacher information about what 
students know and any errors or gaps. Summarizing can be a twofer: sum-
marizing and checking. Learning logs, 3-2-1 summarizers (3 things  
I learned, 2 things I wonder about, and 1 thing I’m confused about or 
didn’t understand), and many other devices serve this purpose.

“Yes, and what you just did, Brendan, is an example of 
analysis.”
“I see your point. That’s a generalization, and we’ll be 
looking for more of them later in the period.”

24.	 Record 
academic 
vocabulary

Record and keep the emerging academic vocabulary 
visible so students have access to it when writing and 
speaking.

On the board in the corner is this vertical list: 
proposition, thesis, antithesis, argument, evidence, 
contrary evidence.
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