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It is quite common that underperforming students don’t actually know 
what we’re looking for in a quality product. The clarity of the criteria plus 
the implicit message of valuing when we take the time to go through cri-
teria personally with them can have a big impact. In case studies our par-
ticipants have done with students in the past, this action has stood out as 
having surprising results.

22. EXEMPLARS

Showing students exemplars of quality work, perhaps saved from previ-
ous classes, accomplishes the same clarity as sharing criteria for success, 
with this addition: Exemplars are models. They show what it actually 
looks or sounds like to have a good performance. And exemplars can be 
analyzed in detail to identify where each criterion is represented.

23. CHECKING FOR UNDERSTANDING

High expectations teachers don’t want any students going out the door 
with the teachers not knowing where the kids stand on today’s content. So 
checking for understanding (or doing formative assessment) becomes a 
dedicated and passionate commitment in every lesson. Checking ques-
tions, over-the-shoulder looks at student work, exit tickets, listening in to 
partner talk—these and many other moves can be seen to permeate the 
classes of high expectations teachers. Otherwise they have no way of decid-
ing who is going to be in a support group for that skill in the next class.

Watch Mr. DeCraene use strategies for ongoing  
checking for understanding in his high school  
mathematics class.

http://rbteach.com/products-resources/video/checking- 
understanding-ii-one-question-quiz

Watch a variety of ways that elementary teachers  
check for understanding.

http://rbteach.com/products-resources/video/checking- 
understanding

Video 5.4

Video 5.3


