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21. CRITERIA FOR SUCCESS

The criteria for success are usually a bulleted list that says what a student 
product will include if it meets the standards of the objective. These  
criteria, in essence, define what the objective means in performance.  
For example:

Your learning log

•• summarizes the major events in the chapter
•• identifies the central conflict and progress toward its resolution
•• includes your own reflections on the decision that the protagonist is 

making in her attempt to deal with and solve her problem

The lab report

•• lists all the steps for the process of titration
•• explains your observations
•• explains your conclusions about the relationship between ______ 

and ______
•• Uses technical terms correctly

Watch Ms. Nichols in her second grade class make  
the criteria crystal clear, have students self-evaluate  
according to the criteria, and then give them feedback.

http://rbteach.com/products-resources/video/framing- 
learning-criteria-success

Video 5.2

  6.	 Be sure the learning target is posted somewhere in the room so students 
can refer back to it.

  7.	 Tell the students the series of steps they’ll be going through to meet the 
learning target.

  8.	 Get the students to understand why the learning target is something 
worth learning (i.e., the reason it is important).

  9.	 Establish the criteria for success for performances or products the students 
will be producing.

10.	 Have the students self-evaluate according to the criteria for success.
11.	 Return to what the learning target is, at least once during the lesson and 

again at the end.
12.	 Be sure to distinguish in your planning between thinking skill objectives 

and mastery objectives in the academic disciplines.


