
74 High Expectations Teaching

can divide up the preparation when they decide they need to have  
re-teaching and extension activities.

14. REQUIRED RETAKES  
AND REDOS WITH HIGHEST GRADE

Though there may be some ostensible irritation, motivation goes up for 
students when they are required to retake a quiz on which they scored 
below a criterion level.

Watch Mr. VanKrey’s students describe what it means to  
them that they have to retake any quiz on which they  
score below 80. (Watch from 14:35 to 18:46.)

http://rbteach.com/products-resources/video/teaching 
-effective-effort-motivational-structures

In addition, these two videos by Rick Wormeli  
make the case for teachers and parents that retakes  
are a necessary feature of a high expectations classroom.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TM-3PFfIfvI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgxvzEc0rvs

Video 4.2

15. COOPERATIVE LEARNING PROTOCOLS  
AND TEACHING OF GROUP SKILLS

Older readers will remember the 1970s and 1980s, when cooperative learn-
ing was a mainstream topic for professional development. The research 
was clear and consistent that cooperative learning models improved stu-
dent learning. It still is. Cooperative learning stands high today in the 
pantheon of teaching practices that increase student learning reviewed in 
John Hattie’s (2009) Visible Learning. An essential attribute of those 

Video 4.3
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