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Following the guidelines of the previous arena of “Responses to 
Student Answers,” we would stick with the student, giving cues and 
wait time and also expressing confidence. But if students cannot think 
their way through, we often bring other students into the conversation 
to produce the information and the thinking required. “Persevere and 
Return” means that at the end of such an episode, we come back to the 
first student (in Ms. Moore’s case, Ricardo) and ask him to “put it all 
together.”

The fact that we come back to this student shows we want him to suc-
ceed, we care about his learning, and we believe in his capacity to “put it 
all together.” He gets to emerge as the synthesizer and be a winner, not 
the student who needed to be helped out by others who are more able 
(“smarter”).

Watch Ms. Moore respond to Ricardo.

http://rbteach.com/products-resources/video/persevere- 
and-return-natural-resources

Video 3.3

There are mental guidelines that start to creep inevitably into our 
way of being when we take on this mission of convincing students to 
believe in themselves. Whatever the situation, we ask ourselves how to 
frame a response that is confidence building and linked to a belief that 
ability can be grown. This mental filter eventually takes over, and I 
don’t have to remind myself, “Oh, I should persevere and return to 
Ricardo!”

“Persevere and Return” and the other forms of verbal behavior in this 
chapter may require breaking old habits. One can’t be coverage driven and 
still send the three critical messages to students.

Errors Are Normal and Useful

Mathematics teacher Dale Leibforth once put a strip of cash register paper 
along the top of his whiteboard that read: “Failure, Failure, Failure, Success, 
Failure, Failure, Success, Failure, Success, Success, Success.” Students finally 
asked what it meant after the first week of the semester. “What do you think?” 
he responded.


