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It is a curious fact that we Americans habitually underestimate the 
capacity of pupils at almost every state of education from the pri-
mary school through the university. . . . It seems to me probable 
that the proportion of grammar school children incapable of pursu-
ing geometry, algebra, and a foreign language would turn out to be 
much smaller than we now imagine.

We hope that people will refuse to believe that the American 
public intends to have its children sorted before their teens into 
clerks, watchmakers, lithographers, telegraph operators, masons, 
teamsters, farm laborers and so forth and treated differently in 
their schools according to the prophecies of their appropriate life 
careers. Who are we to make these prophecies?

Almost 30 years later opponents still spoke out. Walter Lippmann 
debated Terman in the pages of the New Republic magazine and wrote, “We 
will breed generations of students and educators who don’t believe that 
those who begin weak can ever become strong” (reprinted in Block and 
Dworkin, 1976, p. 4). Nevertheless, advocates of IQ tests and eugenics car-
ried the day.

A video presentation of the information in this chapter is  
available at http://rbteach.com/products-resources/video/ 
history-intelligence-1-myth-bell-curve.
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