
200 High Expectations Teaching

10/1/15: Writers workshop (storytelling, drawing, and writing)

A child was working on her story drawing and didn’t like the way her 
person was positioned on her paper. Her partner said, “You can just 
turn it into something else and put your person in a different spot.” The 
child turned the “mistake” person into a flower and continued drawing 
her picture.

SECTION 3: EXPLICITLY TEACHING  
STUDENTS LEARNING STRATEGIES

Frame Strategies in the Context of Effective Effort to Accomplish 
Tasks/Connect How Students Use Tools and Show Effort

9/14/15 and ongoing 
throughout school year: 
Whole-body listening

3/14/16 and ongoing 
throughout school year: 
Whole, part, part—Visual aid

Students use this graphic 
organizer when solving math 
problems. The model helps 
children organize their think-
ing when completing the 
problems. Moving through 
the concrete-pictorial-abstract, 
this method lays the founda-
tion for young mathemati-
cians to persevere in solving 
mathematical problems. The 
Whole, Part, Part aid is a pre-
cursor to the MESS (model, 
equation, solution, sentence) 
graphic organizer used by  
our school in Grades 1–5. 
Beginning with teacher sup-
port and following a gradual 
release of responsibility, chil-
dren are able to evaluate their 
work and effort with this tool 
to complete problem-solving 
activities.

Name 

Apples

Arpitha had 5 apples on the table. She ate 2 
apples. How many apples are on the table 
now?

Whole 

Part Part

Write an equation.

Show your work

Solution

There are  apples.




