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The Assessment 
Playbook for Distance 
and Blended Learning
Measuring Student Learning in Any Setting

Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey, Vince Bustamante, John 
Hattie

Rich with a wide range of examples, strategies, and 
assessments that can be leveraged with rigor and 
fidelity regardless of learning environment, this 
practical playbook empowers teachers with the 
decision-making tools needed to gauge the impact 
of instructional strategies in today’s rapidly evolving 
educational landscape. It features:

• “Assessment cookies,” or insights that endure
in any distance or hybrid learning environment
and can be used to inform assessment decisions,
including the understanding that “everything is
searchable.”

• A robust “playlist” of distance learning
assessment tools—including universal response,
teach-back opportunities, composing, taking
action, self-assessment, and peer assessment—
that teachers can mix and deploy to match every
learning intention.

Designed properly, assessments implemented 
through the lens of distance and hybrid learning 
can yield significant impact for student achievement, 
both in the pandemic teaching of today, and in the 
educational contexts of the future.


