
To Cathy, her grades are more equitable because they are accurate and she can be 
more honest with her students. No matter the challenges of our most vulnerable 
students, and how desperately we want them to persevere and succeed, Cathy rec-
ognizes that to give them an inaccurate grade in the name of motivation and empa-
thy is a “disservice.” All our students, whether they struggle or not, and whether 
they have every advantage or none, deserve the dignity of knowing their accurate 
level of academic performance.

Because Cathy and her team have also determined performance levels on each stan-
dard on a scale of 0–4, her grade book has changed dramatically. All standards are 
listed as the first assignments of the term, and they are all tagged as a category called 
“Standards” that is worth 100 percent of the grade. All other data she collects, 
whether it be a student’s homework completion or the score on an essay (or if an 
essay assesses multiple standards, each of the scores is entered), are weighted at 0 
percent of the grade. Cathy enters scores for each standard as students demonstrate 
their knowledge on assessments, and she updates those scores manually when more 
current assessments give her more up-to-date information about a student’s level of 
content mastery. Her manual entry, based on updated information, overcomes the 
problem of averaging performance over time and ensures that her grades are math-
ematically accurate. Below is a portion of Cathy’s gradebook.

Reporting Term: S2 Standards Assignments
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Students
S2 Final 
Grade

Student 1 C+ 2 2.7 3 2 2 3 2 2.7 3

Student 2 A− 3 4 4 4 4 4 3 4 4

Student 3 C+ 2 2 3 2 3 2.3 2 2 3

Student 4 B 3 3 3 3 4 4 3 3 3

Student 5 D+ 1 1.3 2 1 1.3 1 1 1.3 2

Student 6 C+ 2.3 2 2.7 2 2 2 2.3 2 3

Student 7 C− 1 2 2 1 2 2 1 2 2

Student 8 B− 2 3 4 2 4 4 2 3 3

Student 9 B+ 3 3 4 3 3 3 3 3 4
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