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RESOURCE 5.3
A Checklist of Descriptors for Common Assessment

Apply the following checklist to performance descriptors or rubrics for common assessment to ascertain 
the extent to which there is sufficient consideration for multilingual learners in multiple languages and 
ensure confidence in the interpretation of data.

YES/NO FEATURES OF DESCRIPTORS OR RUBRICS

1. Are the performance descriptors simply and clearly stated for all students?

2. Are the descriptors in the language(s) the students best understand?

3. Can the students paraphrase and give examples of the descriptors in one or more languages?

4. Can the students apply the descriptors to self- and peer assessment?

5. Do the descriptors match the language(s) of assessment?

6. Do the descriptors give students enough information to know their next steps in learning?

7. Do the descriptors allow for students to respond with multiple modes of communication?

8. Are the descriptors sufficiently defined to ensure that interpretation is accurate and consistent?

9. Does the rubric reflect the full range of levels at which students can perform the tasks?

10.  Is the rubric sensitive to and inclusive of multiple language and cultural perspectives?


