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Writing. Primary teachers adjust their Power Writing to mimic what Clay (2013) calls writ-

ing vocabulary by asking students to write all the words they know on their whiteboard. 

Using Google Forms for  
Paragraph Response

Students are often asked to write short constructed responses to assessment items 

that include a prompt and source information. The writing prompt itself serves as a 

priming function, and if properly understood the writer will move forward in the correct 

direction. However, students may rush past the details of the prompt and misunder-

stand the relationship between the prompt and the source information and thus write a 

paragraph that is off topic or incomplete. Understanding the prompt and accompanying 

information is key. However, assessing their understanding of the prompt itself is less 

common. Teach students about parsing writing prompts and assess their understand-

ing of them using a digital form (whether Google or Microsoft) to gain more insight into 

student thought processes. The process we have used is to engage the student in a 

series of inquiry questions prior to the writing task itself. 

Source or Prompt

Key Question to drive paragraph response

Inquiry Planning Questions

1.   Are there words in the source, prompt, or key question you do not understand or 

find confusing?

2. Does the source or prompt have a biased perspective or multiple perspectives?

3. What does the source say in your own words?

Please provide a paragraph response to the key question:

Allowing students to use a “forms” structure to answer in a paragraph response has 

benefits for teachers working remotely from their classroom. First, the forms program 

consolidates all answers. This becomes especially important for the first inquiry plan-

ning question: Are there words in the source, prompt, or key question you do not under-

stand or find confusing? 

A quick glance at the summary document after all students complete the form can 

provide immediate feedback about terms or vocabulary that might be confusing. Mid-

dle school humanities teacher Julie Nguyen recognized the power and efficiency of 

this model when she prompted her students to write about immigration. She notes, 

“As I was reviewing their answers about confusing words, I noticed about 15 students 

indicated they were confused about the terms refugees and immigrants.” While this 
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TEACH STUDENTS 
ABOUT PARSING 

WRITING PROMPTS 
AND ASSESS THEIR 
UNDERSTANDING  

OF THEM.  

Available for download at resources.corwin.com/AssessmentPlaybook

Available for download at resources.corwin.com/AssessmentPlaybookonline
resources


