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Sharing Book Reflections

One of the ways you can ensure that students are not only enjoying and learning 
from stories featuring people who differ from them but that they’re also allowing 
the messages of those stories to change the way they think and what they believe 
about other people is by encouraging students to write reflections about the books 
you’re reading with them as well as books they’re reading independently from your 
inclusive classroom library. In a reading reflection, students summarize the story 
then reflect on the impact the book had on them.

You can create your own model of a reading reflection as an example for your stu-
dents based on the literature you’re exploring with them and then support them to 
select a book to write about. Figure 5.5 provides a glimpse at Emily’s book reflec-
tion about Jacqueline Woodson’s The Other Side—a story about how Clover and 
Annie creatively countered segregation in their town; Emily is a fourth grader.

FIGURE 5.5 Emily’s Book Reflection (Fourth Grade)

The story, The Other Side, by Jacqueline Woodson, is about two little 
girls named Clover and Annie. They live on separate sides of a fence. 
The time of the story is during segregation when two different races 
(Black and White) were set apart because of their skin colors. The 
girls, Annie and Clover, are curious about each other, but there is a 
fence between them. The fence separates them because of their skin 
color. This is why the fence is very important to the story. It expresses 
without words the separation and the time of segregation.
What would you do if there was something in the way of your friendship?


