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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez showed up on some lists, but the list of athletes, actors, 
and musicians were far more robust than the lists of mathematicians, scientists, 
and politicians. And even the lists that were generated were shorter than they 
seemed, considering that any misspellings of names and acronyms appeared as 
separate entries (e.g., AOC and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez). Figure 5.1 shows the 
word clouds generated in this exercise.

FIGURE 5.1  Word Clouds Listing Notable People of Color in Various 
Categories
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When it came to listing athletes and musicians, it was a lot easier to list Black and 
Brown people, depending on what sports and music genres came to mind; for 
example, there were fewer listed with classical music and golf, but thanks to ath-
letes like Serena Williams and Naomi Osaka, the tennis references were a little 
more racially diverse. The same was true with actors, depending on what movies 
and TV shows we tend to watch.

I had a similar experience in another workshop when participants were asked to name 
the first country we could think of starting with the letter D. Without fail, most of us 
chose Denmark. Perhaps one or two people said the Democratic Republic of the 


