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FIGURE 3.4 “I Am Poem” by Sebastian (Grade 7)

I Am Poem
I am

A son

An older brother

A dog owner

A soccer player

Colombian

Venezuelan

Respectful

Impatient

From seeing family

From a family of dentists

Someone who doesn’t want to be a dentist

I am Not

Boring

Disrespectful

An actor

A liar (I couldn’t be even if I wanted to)

I Came from

Colombia and Venezuela

Early-in-the-morning Brookline Rec soccer games

I Dream

One day there will be no more climate change

No more hatred

That 80,000 people will be cheering my name when I score the game winning goal

in the World Cup

I fear

Some problems, it is to solve them

My parents will get COVID-19

My grandma will get COVID-19, and not make it through
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I Hope

To live a life of no regret

For the COVID-19 pandemic to be over

To go more days to school

For no more mask wearing

I love

My family

My true friends

Soccer

Colombia

Venezuela

Home

School (in person school)

going to Stowe

Visiting family

Vacation

CREATING “I AM” POSTERS/PRESENTATIONS

Several years ago, in preparation for connecting with the participants in a work-
shop and modeling ways to build relationships and community with students,  
I created a digital poster that reflected some of the important parts of who  
I am—the things and people that make me Afrika. My “I Am” poster (shown in 
Figure 3.5) included pictures of things like the following:

•• Me, my husband, and our two children

•• Me and my husband dancing at a wedding

•• Me and my siblings when I was younger

•• The birthday cake my mom made for my fortieth birthday

•• My son playing soccer

•• My daughter playing the flute

•• My wedding invitation


