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FIGURE 3.1 “Where I’m From” by Afrika Afeni Mills

Where I’m From

I am from jazzy Harlem legacies

I am from Mama’s baby, go to sleep

Slide on down a dream . . .

I am from watching quietly and wondering why

I am from loving Christmas to

Watching Christmas fade away

And then return.

I am from purple hymnals, sabbath keeping and cleaning out the leavening

I am from secret-keeping exploding into truth-telling and legalism transformed 
into

Deep intimacy with god

I am from most of my siblings

gone too soon.

I am from feeling lonely in a crowd,

And then learning that I’m more seen than I

Ever imagined.

This activity will also help students to see how they can share important aspects of 
who they are, learn how to see beyond their perceptions of their classmates, and 
build on those skills to do the same with people outside of their home and learning 
communities all while continuing to develop their literacy skills.

In addition to sharing your own “Where I’m From” poem, you can provide stu-
dents with examples of others. Lyon and Julie Landsman created the I Am From 
Project, and at the IAmFromProject.com website you can find dozens of sample 
poems to read, compare, contrast, and learn from.

As you brainstorm what students can include in their own “Where I’m From” 
poems, you can list the following potential ideas:

•• Places you’ve lived

•• Music your family enjoys


