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•• The representation of White people decreased from 93% in 2012 to 73.3% in 
2015 to 50% in 2018. As the representation of White people decreased 
between 2015 and 2018, there was a 14.5% increase in the percentage of 
animals and inanimate objects (e.g., trucks) from 12.5% to 27%, which is 
more of an increase than in the representation of all of the groups of Black, 
Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) combined.

While publishers are making small steps toward diverse racial representation in 
children’s books, we also see that there are even larger steps being taken to give the 
illusion of increased racial diversity while really maintaining the status quo. This 
overrepresentation of White people and erasure of People of Color in children’s 
books extends to the content in K–12 classrooms, particularly in the way “classics” 
in English language arts and US history are taught. The International Literacy 
Association’s Children’s Right to Read Campaign highlights the fundamental rights 
that we deny children when we fail to provide access, choice, and windows and 
mirrors for all children and their reading lives.
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