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ScLoo,ing has chan ed considerabla over a very shovt peviod of hime.

I a matter of monl’Zs, leachers and students have enﬂaﬁed n plwasical
clisl'ancinﬂ, social isolation, and enkanced sapehj p\rol‘oco,s. ‘/e|' schools
vemained a tvied and hrve inshitukion. Teachers and students weve fovced
into new and diffevent |eavnin3 environments and while the vest of the world
came to a scveecln'n L:a"; schools pekseveved Fhyou h unimaﬁinable Fimes.
This hi HS commendable "pivol'" should not go oncelebrated TLVouah Hhe
collective effovts of all those inVOlvecl n education, s|'uden|'3 veceivecl the

best possiHe learning experience in an eme\rgenca sitvation. In other wO\rds,

we did whal we could with what we had.

When the new school Sear sla\rl’ed, the wOVH shill Founcl iFselF na mode of
velative panic. Schools did not. Staff and students across the wovld
co”ecl‘ivela dvew a line in the sand and broke away from the "pandemic
I'eacLing of slovinj 2020" and enﬂaged in a new school year that pvesenl'ed
vhigue clm”enﬂes. ‘To be cleax the pandemic Feackinﬂ of [slo\rinz] 2020 was
\rea”a nol distance lea\rnina IF was also not Lomesclwooling, which is a choice
paven|'s make for very sPeciPic veasons Ceg, veligious, saCe|'3, not

Lapps with Hheiv puf),ic schooD. \F was crisis Feaclﬁnﬁ (Fishex Fvea, % Haltie,
2020, p. 12

Al the Eeginninﬂ of the new school yeay teachevs found themselves Peacln'nﬂ
in new envivonments and new ways. Some teachers ave exclusivela Feaching
online classes from Lome, some are engaging in sociall dis|'anced face-
Fo-face lea\ming, and others ave enﬂaging na kab\riclizal'ion of both of
those models. Regavc“ess of which teachin envivonment we may find
ourselves teaching in, one fundamental heoth vemains: We must consider

what w.ovlas best For Sl’UClehl’ |eavnin3.
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ln an ever-chan n educaHohal Iahdscape, we are now tasked with leadin
g
our students HﬂfoUgl'l a var:’efa of Iearning expeviences Fhat have some Gf not
alD asPecfs of d[sfahce Iea\minj embeddecl within them. The Pide“‘a we puf
toward Hhe implemen”ahon of disl‘ahce Iealming will pay dividehds in the Pufuke.
We are engaging n impokfan,' WOY’C, and now is the time to be move pukposepul
and intentional with distance Ieavning. Not ohlg is Hhis impov}anl' now, bul as our
world continves o navigate Hhrou h crises, pandemics, and other emevaenc\cj

si"ual‘:’ons, teacheys will COHSisl'enHS be Fas‘ced with adaph'ng their Feaclu'ng.

Ever!j da3 in class sessions teachers are ma’cinj J‘udgmehb and

evaluating what ave the next best l'eaclu'ng decisions. —”»ea o[)sekve, lis,'en,
Falk "oJ and en age with students to c/iaﬂnose and d:'SCovev their progress,
their undevstandin s and misunderstandin St —”193 assign tasks and tesks
and from this understand what "1123 hn)g“ well and not so well who 3aihed
From the teachin and who did nof and apprecial'e how much Ieawning o¥ not
ehoUﬂL lealrning has taken place. These ave all the core of assessment' and
in Feaching duving COMD Hhis Fask. becomes even more critical Manﬁ of the
vsval cves and oppo\r"um"'ies ave nol so available when students are hot in
Front of us and we can walk the room, so we need to discover alternative

ways o Icee Fhis pokm of ev[c,ence coming to Feaclweks Pkom their s"uden"s.
9 e )

As we look to shift our prache to a dis"ance Ieakning model Fis pavamounF
that we do hot Porgel' about Hhis impoY"ah" vole of assessment

Assessments, when done p\ropeklﬁ, can sevve to inform both the student and
the teacher about the impacl' a sPec[Fic sl'ra}ega has on student leayning and
acLievemenF. The challen e we face now 1S in clesigning assessments thal
appvoplrial'ela measure and fakge" student Ieaknihg bolh in pace—l'o—Face and

disl'ance Ieavhing envivonments.

That /)\n'ngs us fo Hhe purpose of Fhis Eook The Yeah"ﬂ is that assessments
vsed in Face—l‘o—pace envivonments are not alwaas the most impacm)l or

pvachal in c/is’-ance Ieakninj. This book serves o provide examples,
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sl'vaFeﬂies, and assessmen|'s that can be levera ed with viﬂov and Ficlem'a
Yega\rc“ess of leavninﬂ envivonment. We seek to leverage the expertise
and expeviences of those leachers who ave cuwenHa en3035n3 in distance

lea\ming and expeviencing success.

Our wish is that yov see assessments as Landmaidens to the a“—impo\r|'an|'
evaluative Fhinking Hhat teachers engage in. Assessments can be pavl' of
acb'usl'inﬂ how we see the evidence of each student's pVogvess to Iniﬂlwe\r
ackievemenl; as pav|' of the evidence to cvi|'ique or camplemenF our
obsevvations and J"uclﬁmerﬂ's while in the act of teachin s and as pa\r|' of
undevsbnolinﬂ the impac|' we are Lavinﬂ on students. Assessments Fulfill @
cvitical vole in these evaluations, and Hhis places a pvemium on the qualil'fj of
the in|-evPve|'a|'ions we make from assessments. Assessments ave not about
the numbevs, not about the 3\rades and commenls, bot ave aboul informin
us and students aboul their progress and should lead to Hhe very best next
Feackinﬁ ackions. If we as leachers learn nothing or too litHe From students’
assessmenl's aboul’ ouY impacl' (a[)our wkal; Po\r wLom, and Low muclﬂ), H1€n
these same assessments ave pYobaHS not using student hime and ene\rgies
most effectively. And if students do nol learn from assessments their next
best learning moves, then we have a madov J°b to teach them o become

belter interpreters of Hheir test information.

Ovr Lope is Hhat yov take the expeviences of teachers Lig”ig“'ecl in this
book and aPP,3 the sl‘va|'e3ies with the undersbnd:’ng that we ave builclinﬂ an
educational futore that is ot considered "distance ,ea\min3 Cor now" When
designecl propevl\sj, assessments implemenfed Hnrou# the lens of

distance 'ea\minﬂ can 3ieH siﬂniﬁcanl' impacl' on student |eavnin3 and in
many cases will Franscend the leavninﬂ envivonment in which H’-ea ave

app,ied

Ovur intention is to pkovide Feactwe\rs Wi”'l assessmenh that can be appliecl

in current and Fulure contexts. While desijninﬂ Liﬂk—qualil'a assessmenl‘s
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na dishmce Iealming environment m

ay appear c/aunh'ng, we onpe Fhat 53
Ieverajing the s"ral'egies presehf-ed in this 500’4 Fhat Feackers ever wl—rere
will engage in I’uﬁlﬂ impact straltegies. We also

powekpul some of these methods ave while lea

consider how to ac/apF them when the student
inshruckion.

Iwope Fhat you will discover how
chin from a dis"ance and then

s pina”g velurn to the in—class

Douj, Nancg, Vince, and John
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Assessments are not about the numbers, but about informing us and our studen
about their progress.
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