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Activity 1: Perceptions of Wealth Distribution in the United States

Possible Wealth Distribution in the United States: Each stacked chart represents 100% of the wealth in the United 
States. You may use the 10 × 10 grid and 100 beans to help you see these relationships (optional).

Example: The rectangle is divided 
into five groups (areas) estimating a 
possible US wealth distribution: 

•	 Top 20% has 30% of the total 
US wealth (wealthiest)

•	 Second 20% has 25% of the 
total US wealth

•	 Third 20% has 20% of the total 
US wealth

•	 Fourth 20% has 15% of the 
total US wealth

•	 Bottom 20% has 10% of the 
total US wealth (poorest)

First Rectangle: Current

Divide the first rectangle into five 
groups estimating the current US 
wealth distribution: 

•	 Top 20% has ______% of the 
total US wealth (wealthiest)

•	 Second 20% has ______% of 
the total US wealth

•	 Third 20% has ______% of the 
total US wealth

•	 Fourth 20% has _____% of the 
total US wealth

•	 Bottom 20% has _____% of the 
total US wealth (poorest)

Second Rectangle: Ideal

Divide the second rectangle into five 
groups estimating what you think 
should be the ideal US wealth distri-
bution:

•	 Top 20% has ______% of the 
total US wealth (wealthiest)

•	 Second 20% has ______% of 
the total US wealth

•	 Third 20% has ______% of the 
total US wealth

•	 Fourth 20% has _____% of the 
total US wealth

•	 Bottom 20% has _____% of the 
total US wealth (poorest)
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1.	 How do the two charts you made compare? 

2.	 Compare your charts with the charts of another person. How do they compare? 

3.	 Would you make any changes? Explain. 
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