ldentifying Culminating Projects in
the Backwards Plan

BACKWARDS PLANNING

1 What is worthy of understanding? That is, what is the threshold knowledge/what are the standards-
based competencies that are required in this inquiry?

2 What are actual performances that would provide evidence of growth toward these understandings
and that would demonstrate knowledge necessary to the inquiry and engaging in extending the inquiry
in the future?

3 What learning experiences and instructional moves will promote motivation, understanding, and

transfer of threshold knowledge and prepare students for success as they design culminating projects
that are usable “knowledge artifacts”?

CONSIDERATIONS FOR A RICH CULMINATING
PROJECT/PERFORMANCE TASK N

Will learners be representing the knowledge and skills taught? For example, will they be
demonstrating their new understandings in actual accomplishment?

Is the task personally relevant and clearly connected to new learning?

Is the task socially significant? Will the students be contributing to ongoing disciplinary and
cultural conversations and have the opportunity to create and express new perspectives and new
knowledge?

Is it clear to the students what they need to know, be able to do, and be willing to undertake to
demonstrate understanding?

Is the task differentiated to allow all students to participate in a way that provides an achievable
challenge for them?

Are students given the opportunity to be creative, experiment, and make meaningful choices?

Will there be adequate assistance (from the environment, teacher, and peers) for students to
achieve and demonstrate deep understandings?

Is the learning demonstrated and celebrated through the completion of this task?

Does the task mirror what real writers, expert readers, composers, advertisers, and so forth really
do?

Are students’ personal/cultural experiences tapped as a resource for understanding?

Does the project stretch students’ ways of thinking, perceiving, and valuing?

Does the project promote the continuing impulse to extend the learning?

Sources: Adapted from Wilhelm, J. (2007). Engaging readers and writers with inquiry. New York, NY: Scholastic; Wilhelm, J., Wilhelm, P, & Boas, E. (2009). Inquiring minds learn
to read and write. Oakville, ON: Rubicon.
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