Guide for Using Journals

and Discussion Items

Definition: Discussion items (Dls) are

real questions, substantive comments,
points of important connection, significant
quotations, or provocative statements your
reading or our overall inquiry inspires.
These are items that you will raise in small
group discussion. Before class, you will list
five Dls.

Rationale: Good readers and inquirers
are active participants in making meaning
from texts, in constructing personal
interpretations of texts, and in expanding
and refining those ideas within an
interpretive community of readers.

Connection to Journals and Papers: Dls
usually come from your journal or from
annotations and text markups. They often
represent an extension or revision of the
most significant or interesting reactions
you captured in your journal. Extending
your ideas in group discussions will be
valuable when you find and develop a
topic for our culminating compositions
and projects.

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION SHOULD

A. Come from your reading response
journal

B. Be first-draft writing (unedited) but
clearly articulated

C. Include comments, questions,
connections, reactions, provocative
statements, quotes from the text, and
conclusions drawn from the reading

D. Contain questions and comments
that reflect your real thinking as an
evolving reader, thinker, and inquirer

E. Lead to higher-level thinking
(interpretation, evaluation, and
generalization)

F. Include page number references
where appropriate
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