
11CREATING EFFECTIVE CLOSE READING LESSONS

reading are teacher-directed or shared research as students are 
inspired to find the answers to their own questions.

How Much Frontloading Is Too Much (or Not Enough)?

The Bard never said, “To frontload or not to frontload, that is the 
question,” but we, like Hamlet, are faced with a dilemma, and ours 
is causing all of us to re-examine this instructional practice. And 

Anchor Standards for Reading

  7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, 
as well as in words.

  8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as 
well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

  9 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare 
the approaches the authors take.

10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

Anchor Standards for Language

  1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking.

  3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

  6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient 
for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression.

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening

  1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

  2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally.

  3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

  4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning 
and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

  6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate.

Figure 1.5  Intersection of Standards: What Does the Text Mean?




