
9CREATING EFFECTIVE CLOSE READING LESSONS

Career Readiness (CCR) reading standards 4, 5, and 6 capture the 
importance of zooming in at the sentence and paragraph levels. The 
language standards, especially CCR.L.4 and CCR.L.5, describe the 
essential nature of understanding figurative language, connotative 
meaning, and word solving. Although vocabulary is conventionally 
addressed early on in a reading lesson, we prefer to allow it to gestate 
for a bit before examining words and phrases closely. Our experience 
has shown us that taking time in the lesson to discuss vocabulary in 
the context of the reading pays off, as the overall structure of the text 
builds an important bridge between literal (what the text says) and 
inferential levels (what the text means). Figure 1.4 features a table of 

Anchor Standards for Reading

  4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and 
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

  5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text 
(e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

  6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

Anchor Standards for Language

  3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

  4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context 
clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as 
appropriate.

  5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

  6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient 
for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression.

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening

  1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

  4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning 
and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

  6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate.

Figure 1.4  Intersection of Standards: How Does the Text Work?




