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reading. Often, this understanding emerges more fully as the discus­
sion progresses. The ongoing conversation in the classroom about 
a piece of text gives students ample opportunities to formulate and 
comprehend the use of language conventions and functions, espe­
cially as students in this initial phase seek to explain and give sup­
porting evidence. These interactions with one another allow them 
to use talk in a variety of contexts through the communicative tasks 
associated with collaborative peer conversations. See Figure 1.3 for 
a table of intersecting anchor standards, which will be more fully 
explored by grade level in Chapter 2.

How Does the Text Work? A second cognitive path involves 
the mechanics of the piece, especially as it applies to vocabulary, 
the structure of the text, and the author’s craft. The College and 

Anchor Standards for Reading

  1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

  2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting 
details and ideas.

  3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.

10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

Anchor Standards for Language

  1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

  3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

  6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient 
for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression.

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening

  1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

  4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning 
and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

  6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate.

Figure 1.3  Intersection of ELA Standards: What Does the Text Say?




