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quickly or easily. Instead, readers learn to look for different things 
as they interact with a given text during a series of successive inter­
actions with that text.

Close Reading in the Elementary Grades

While close reading has received quite a bit of attention in the liter­
ature (e.g., Boyles, 2013), it is important to note that close reading 
in the elementary grades isn’t simply a watered-down version of the 
kind of close reading done at the secondary level. There are some 
important distinguishing features that align with the developmental 
needs of young readers (Fisher & Frey, 2012).

•	 Who Is Reading? Close reading isn’t only about eyes on 
print; it is more accurately a means to explore the comprehen­
sion of ideas and structures more deeply. This means that teachers 
don’t need to adhere strictly to solo, independent reading (usually 
interpreted as silent reading). Some texts demand to be heard and 
read aloud—poems, for example, as well as speeches and plays. 
Sometimes the teacher reads aloud (but not necessarily on the 
first read of the text), and other times students read aloud to their 

Figure 1.2  Student Annotation Sample




