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Action	 events happening from the onset

Anecdote	 an amusing or biographical tale

Description	 a “showing, not telling” description of a place, event, or character

Detail	 an attentive, focused look at something in particular

Dialogue	 a significant conversation between or among characters

Emotion	 a profound feeling

Interesting fact	 some noteworthy evidence

Setting	 the time and place where action occurs

Startling statement	 a shocking, astounding, extraordinary, or unusual statement

Thoughts	 deep thoughts; worthy of note

Question	 a query that elicits thinking about your topic or theme

Quotation	 a passage, excerpt, or selection from a recognized source or person

Source: Medina (2006).

Figure 5.5

TYPES OF INTRODUCTIONS

about what to do next to impact their students’ writing development. 

Interestingly, a significant number of students in Period 1 needed addi-

tional instruction on transitions. This issue was not generalized to the 

other classes this teacher taught.

Reflecting on this, the teacher commented, “If I didn’t have this error 

analysis data, and time to talk with my colleagues about responding 

when we don’t have the impact we desire, I would probably have taught 

all of my classes about transitions. I would have wasted so much time for 

the majority of my students. This allows me to be much more precise. I 

don’t have time to waste, and focusing on the patterns of error allows all 

of us to pinpoint needs and make adjustments.”

Supplemental and intensive interventions have the potential to positively 

impact students’ learning when they are based on accurate assessment data 


