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Middle school English teacher Donna Scott introduces her students to 

Cornell note-taking at the beginning of the year. Her students initially 

have difficulty in figuring out what to put down, because she doesn’t 

allow them to copy the presentation slides. Instead, she switches off the 

display and encourages them to discuss the main points with her and 

their classmates. “This is always a little rough at first, because they’re used 

to copying, but not thinking. It’s a real strain on their listening skills.”

Cues

For main ideas

Phrased as questions

Written within 24 hours after class

Notes

Record lecture notes here during class

Use meaningful abbreviations and symbols

Leave space to add additional information

Summary

Main ideas and major points are recorded here

These are written during later review sessions

Source: Pauk & Owens (2010).

FORMAT FOR CORNELL NOTES
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