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•• Discuss with a partner the way the author used visuals and how 

they helped you understand the text.

•• Identify one place in the text that was confusing and how one of 

the visuals helped you understand that information.

•• In your annotations, make sure to include situations where the 

visual information helped you understand the text itself.

•• Create a visual that will help another person understand the 

words in the text.

All of these work, in different situations. Clarity is important here. What 

is it that students should be learning, and how will they know (not to 

mention how will the teacher know) if they learned it? That’s the power 

of learning intentions and success criteria.

Importantly, students can be involved in establishing the success crite-

ria and, in many cases, the learning intentions. Teachers can ask their 

Grade Poor Example Improved Version

K Compare the experiences 
of characters in two stories.

Today, we’ll read two stories about city and country life. 
We’ll focus on comparing the lives of the two characters and 
the differences in their lives based on where they live.

5 Use technical language in 
the revisions of essays.

As we revise our opinion papers, we are going to learn 
how to update our word choices so that we use technical 
vocabulary like the authors we’ve been studying use.

7 Determine the central idea 
of a text.

Each group has a different article, and our learning today 
is going to focus on locating the central or controlling 
idea, the idea that the author uses to hold the entire text 
together.

11 Compare two texts for 
different themes.

Compare how two texts from the same point in U.S. history 
address a common theme and figure out what each author is 
trying to say in response to the theme.
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