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During an English department meeting at our school in San Diego, a 

group of teachers proposed a cumulative final exam. One of them said, 

“It would be better to mirror the expectations in college if we used a 

final exam as part of our grades.”

As the discussion continued, another teacher asked, “How many days do 

you think we’ll spend reviewing for the final?”

The range of answers was one day to two weeks. The assessment would 

change practice. Another said, “What about building transfer tasks for 

students to complete so that they would know that they had mastered 

the content for our courses? If we asked them to apply their knowledge 

to new tasks, we’d know they learned it, right? And we wouldn’t spend 

hours reviewing the past.”
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