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Figure 1.2

Our focus in Visible Learning for Literacy is on actions that fall inside 

the zone of desired effects, which is 0.40 and above. When actions are in 

the range of 0.40 and above, the data suggest that the learning extends 

beyond that which was expected from attending school for a year.

Caution: That doesn’t mean that everything below 0.40 effect size is 

not worthy of attention. In fact, there are likely some useful approaches 

for teaching and learning that are not above this average. For example, 

drama and arts programs have an effect size of 0.35, almost ensuring 

that students gain a year’s worth of achievement for a year of educa-

tion. We are not suggesting that drama and art be removed from the 

curriculum. In fact, artistic expression and aesthetic understanding 

may be valuable in and of themselves. Another critical finding was 

the very low effect of teacher’s subject matter knowledge. While we 

may accept the evidence that it is currently of little import, surely this 

means we should worry considerably and investigate, first, why it is so 

EFFECT S IZE 
FOR DRAMA/ARTS 
PROGRAMS =  0.35

Source: Adapted from Hattie (2012).


