
6 The Literature Review

Step 1. Select a Topic—Recognize and Define the Problem

A successful research topic is usually the offspring of an interest in a practical 
problem. The interest statement must be reshaped appropriately, converting 
its generic wording to specific academic language. The topic statement must 
be well defined to allow the researcher to successfully identify the appropriate 
literature in the pertinent academic discipline. Refining the terms used, accu-
rately framing the focus of the interest, and selecting the appropriate academic 
knowledge base are the tasks to be completed to define a research topic.

Step 1. Select the Topic is also the start of the writing process. Keeping a 
written journal of your progress begins here and is essential to compre-
hending and building knowledge. A journal helps to clarify ideas and 
process learning. Writing helps clarify thoughts and ideas. The journal is 
an ideal place to establish an internal dialogue where reflection on your 
learning can be “wrestled with” and understood. Journals also provide an 
excellent place for planning and reviewing work.

Step 2. Develop the Tools for Argument—Create a 
Process for Solving the Problem

Since a literature review must present a logically argued case founded on 
a comprehensive understanding of the current state of knowledge, then 
the rules and tools for building an informal argument must be employed. 
A credible case is not simply reporting about a collection of information 
or presenting your opinion about the topic. A credible case produces 
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