
10 BUILDING THINKING CLASSROOMS IN MATHEMATICS

wanted them to do. They were reading the demonstration of 
an analogous example prior to the now-you-try-one tasks as 
an invitation to mimic.

5. Trying it on their own - The last behavior was to just try 
it on their own. These students put their heads down and 
just tried to reason their way through the task based on their 
understanding. Some of them got it right, some of them got it 
wrong. Regardless, they were checking their understanding 
and getting feedback on it—as the teachers had intended.

These same five studenting behaviors were present every time we 
observed students in a now-you-try-one setting. And the distribution 
of how many students were exhibiting each behavior was surprisingly 
similar in each of the 10 classrooms in which we conducted this 
research (see Figure i.3). In all instances mimicking was exhibited 
by more than half of the class, with slacking, stalling, and faking 
combining to account for about a quarter of the students. Those trying 
it on their own—which is what the teacher wanted—only accounted 
for about 20% of the students. So, when I said that that I had a sense 
that students were not thinking, what I was actually seeing was 
slacking, stalling, faking, and mimicking—none of which is thinking.

Figure i.3 Distribution of studenting behaviors on now-you-try-one tasks.
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