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Coming Full Circle: 
Standards, Learning Intentions, 
and Success Criteria 

When combined, standards, learning intentions, and success criteria can help stu-

dents navigate their way through learning. And they allow for the thoughtful creation 

of assessment tasks. Consider the metaphor of climbing a mountain. If the peak of the 

mountain acts as the standard and our students are at the bottom of this mountain, they 

will require guidance to the top. When hiking, the clearer and more visible the path, the 

safer the hiker is. This is no different in learning. A clear learning intention provides a 

way to the top. Learning intentions become the path in which students must navigate. 

Now the path to the top of a mountain is not easy, but as we get closer to the top there 

are markers of success which guide us in the right direction. Usually there are trail 

markers, signs, and indicators of distance remaining on a hike. Success criteria pro-

vides these markers for the learners as they navigate the path of their learning. 

Naturally, students will require feedback as they move from one marker of success to 

the next and that is where it is fundamental that we engage in quality assessment. By 

moving through markers of success, hikers eventually make it to the top of the moun-

tain and our students will make their way to the standard. Figure 9 provides a visual of 

the flow from standards to assessment.
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MOVING FROM STANDARDS TO ASSESSMENT

Standards Provided by
the curriculum

Learning
Intentions

Determined
by the standards

Success
Criteria

Based upon the
learning intention

Assessment Quantifies student
achievement

Feedback

To the student
about their
learning vs.
success criteria


