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I have personally taken a thinking Grade 5 class 
through this script and sequence in 35 minutes, 
by the end of which every group was solving 
tasks as complex as  ÷ 15.3 – 8.27 = 3.01. In 
our research we have been able to recreate these 
results hundreds of times. And every time we 
move through huge amounts of content in a 
single lesson. This is not to say that every group 
gets equally far, but every group gets to the point 

where they are solving two-step equations, or factoring quadratics 
where the leading coefficient is greater than one. The groups that 
get there sooner are given increasingly harder and harder questions 
beyond this to keep them in flow while the rest of the groups catch up.

Now, consider a sequence, adapted from the unusual baker task 
(NCTM, 2012), that can be used in an upper elementary classroom 
on the topic of fractions. The premise is that the baker cuts their cakes 
in different ways every day (see Figure 9.5). What fraction of the cake 
is each piece?

We have used this exact 
script and a similar 
sequence to move 

through all of solving one- 
and two-step equations in 

a single lesson.

Figure 9.5 The unusual baker’s cakes.
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