
FIGURE 9.1  �Twenty Must-Read Books for Racial Literacy

  1.	 Bettina Love (2019).We Want to Do More 
Than Survive: Abolitionist Teaching and the 
Pursuit of Educational Freedom, Beacon Press.

  2.	 Michelle Alexander (2012). The New Jim 
Crow, The New Press.

  3.	 Ibram X. Kendi (2016). Stamped from the 
Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist 
Ideas in America, Bold Type Books.

  4.	 Ibram X. Kendi (2019). How to Be an 
Antiracist, One World.

  5.	 Elaine Alec (2019). Calling My Spirit Back.

  6.	 Ta-Nehisi Coates (2015). Between the World 
and Me, One World.

  7.	 bell hooks (2000). All About Love: New 
Visions, William Morrow & Company.

  8.	 Richard Rothstein (2017). The Color of Law: 
A Forgotten History of How Our Government 
Segregated America, Liveright.

  9 .	 Gholdy Muhammad (2020). Cultivating 
Genius: An Equity Framework for Culturally 
and Historically Responsive Literacy, 
Scholastic Teaching Resources.

10.	 adrienne maree brown (2017). Emergent 
Strategy: Shaping Change, Changing Worlds, 
AK Press.

11.	 Isabel Wilkerson (2020). Caste: The Origins of 
Our Discontents, Random House.

12.	 Eddie Moore, Ali Michael, and Marguerite W. 
Penick-Parks (Editors) (2018). The Guide for 
White Women Who Teach Black Boys, Corwin.

13.	 Ocean Vuong (2019). On Earth We’re Briefly 
Gorgeous: A Novel, Penguin Press.

14.	 Patricia Baquedano-Lopez and Paul Garrett 
(2021). On Becoming Bilingual: Learning 
from Children’s Experiences Across Schools, 
Homes, and Communities, Taylor & Francis.

15.	 Roxanne Dubar-Ortiz (2019). An Indigenous 
Peoples’ History of the United States For 
Young People, Beacon Press.

16.	 Derald Wing Sue, Microaggressions in 
Everyday Life: Race, Gender, and Sexual 
Orientation, Wiley, 2010.

17.	 Jeff Chang (2016). We Gon’ Be Alright: Notes 
on Race and Resegregation, Picador.

18.	 Cherríe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa (Editors) 
(2015). This Bridge Called My Back, Fourth 
Edition: Writings by Radical Women of Color, 
SUNY Press.

19.	 Grace Lee Boggs (2012). The Next American 
Revolution: Sustainable Activism for the 
Twenty-First Century, University of California 
Press.

20.	 Monique W. Morris (2016). Pushout:  
The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools,  
The New Press.


